


Integrate scientific systems 

thinking and foresight in 

policymaking

Ensure transparency & accountability

through awareness-raising and public 

participation

Accelerate credible climate solutions 

and availability of decarbonisation 

infrastructure

ABOUT BELLONA EUROPA
O u r  m i s s i o n  &  v i s i o n

Achieving a restorative carbon negative society through a just and 

democratic transformation.





The geographical scope of this 

project on North Sea and Baltic 

ports, potentially encompassing EU 

and non-EU countries, creating 

critical mass for EU level action.











CO2 STORAGE POTENTIAL IN CEE 
(INDICATIVE)

Source: Compiled by EPG based on CCS4CEE partners’ analysis of CO2 storage research

Total storage (indicative): ca. 92 
Gt CO2



CCS-RELEVANT REGULATIONS 
AND POLICIES

Source: EPG (for the CCS4CEE WP3 summary report)

• Regulatory environments of partner 
countries vary, particularly on CO2
storage and transportation

• Ban on storage in some countries
(despite including CCS in their long-
term strategies)

• Long-term national strategies and 
plans rarely mention CCS

• High costs and low maturity
associated with CCS in government
plans

• Perceived as a transition solution only



Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Held in selected ports, accompanied by

public and media engagement.

Events

Specific legislative recommendations will 

be produced – summarising the 

challenges facing each port, the barriers 

and opportunities for ports to become 

key infrastructural hubs for 

decarbonisation and identifying solutions 

on how to address them both at the 

local, regional, national and international 

level.

Report

Implementation of

recommendations

OUTPUTS

Together with the alliances built as part
of the project.



Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

- Identify and engage with relevant 

stakeholders to build a critical mass 

of ports taking up their role as key 

decarbonisation hubs

- Establish the narrative and 

political-economic case for enabling 

the role of ports as hubs for 

decarbonisation

- Joint actions with ports and 

relevant authorities at regional and 

national level calling for EU-level 

policy and funding support

- Issue policy recommendations for 

changes in EU legislation and 

funding schemes to recognise the 

role of ports and facilitate their 

transition

- Facilitate the access to funding 

mechanisms established by the 

EU (e.g. Innovation Fund, 

Connecting Europe 

Facility/Projects of Common 

Interest) and national 

governments





ESPO Trends in EU ports governance 2022.pdf

THE MAIN ENTRY POINT FOR ENERGY 
COMMODITIES

LOCATION FOR ENERGY PRODUCTION

ENABLERS FOR ENERGY TRANSACTIONS

ENERGY – INCREASINGLY PART OF PORT 
BUSINESS

MORE OFTEN PORTS ARE HOMES FOR 
INDUSTRIAL CLUSTERS

https://www.espo.be/media/ESPO%20Trends%20in%20EU%20ports%20governance%202022.pdf


Source: Northern Lights (norlights.com)

https://norlights.com/


PORTHOS PROJECT AT THE PORT OF 
ROTTERDAM

• To tackle emissions from industrial clusters and create a value chain for CCS at scale
• Potentially contributing some 17% of the CO2 reductions targeted for industry in 2030
• Number of other CCS projects, including Aramis and CO2Next



IMPORTANCE OF THE PORTHOS PROJECT IN DECARBONISING 
THE PORT OF ROTTERDAM

Source: bellona.org/news/climate-change/2023-03-porthos-and-beyond-the-critical-importance-of-carbon-capture-and-storage-projects-for-dutch-climate-goals





GET IN TOUCH!

janis@bellona.org

+371 29647759

Janis Volberts

Climate Technology and Policy 

Manager for Baltic Region
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